Lecture No. 21: Garden features: sunken garden, bog garden, Rock Garden  
Shade garden and Water garden 


Marsh/Bog garden: Many authors have reservations regarding the name “Bog Garden”, as an actual bog is an area where there is stagnant acid water and only plants such as sundew, butter words, etc., grow.  But the bog garden which we find in landscape gardening is actually a marsh where the soil is not sour or acid and a shallow stream runs through it. A pond is not an essential feature of any bog garden, but, if there is any pond, the overflow water can be used to keep the marsh garden moist.  The main criterion of a marsh garden is to keep it moist and in a swampy state all throughout.  For this reason, the site of the marsh garden should be low-lying where the surface drainage water will collect naturally.  A site having a sub-soil of sticky clay is ideally suitable for marsh garden as only a trickle of water will keep this wet.  But, if the soil is light in nature, certain amount of digging will be needed before establishing a marsh garden.
In a marsh garden, a shallow stream runs through it.  The site of a marsh garden should be low lying where the surface drainage water will collect naturally. A site having a subsoil of sticky clay is ideally suitable for a marsh garden should never exceed a depth of 60cm. All parts of the marsh garden is made accessible by laying paths of rough stones or bricks, winding round the marsh and putting stepping stones over them.  Plants growing under submerged conditions, flowing conditions and those, which grow above the saturated soil but near the stream, may be selected. 
Sunken garden: It is laid below the ground level.  An existing ditch or a dried out pond may be utilized for laying out a sunken garden or a portion of a garden may be dug to  layout such a garden.  A provision should be made for proper drainage.  The surface runoff water should not fall into the sunken garden.  A formal or an informal garden can be laid out in a large sunken garden.  The ideal depth of a sunken garden is about 120cm. The approach to a sunken garden is generally by a staircase preferably made of stones. The surface of the sunken garden can be decorated with crazy paving, gravel path etc. 
[bookmark: _Hlk37092842]Shade garden: While gardening under the shade of trees, the tree roots compete with the plants grown there for food and water.  So, the soil under the trees is to be dug deeply to about 25-30cm to cut the surface feeding roots.  This operation should be repeated every year by digging deep along the borders of the beds.  The plants are to be watered and fertilized separately.  The shade garden plants under trees are spaced much wider than the open.  A shaded place in between two buildings can be developed into a shade garden.
Rock Garden  
A rock garden is the arrangement of rocks with plants grown in the crevices. Its bold ruggedness is a pleasant contrast to the softness of the flowers. The stones help the plants in retaining their moisture and keeping their roots cool. In plains, on the sunny side some of the cacti & succulents; Lantana, Setcreasea, Verbena, etc can be grown successfully. Ferns and some indoor plants also look natural on the rockery slopes in shade.
Water garden 
It may have a water course, a water pond and a water fountain or any one or more of these features, harbouring water loving and marsh plants. Water gardens, no matter, how tiny, are extremely effective in beautifying the landscape. Water lilies (Nymphaea) are the most popular water plants. Another aspect to be considered is the depth of water.  The large tank is around 3-5 m deep at the deepest point.  A reflecting garden pool is preferably shallow with a depth of 25-30 cm. If hydrophytic plants are to be grown, varying depths have to be provided in the same pond, which may range from 15 to 90 cm, the deepest portion allotted to lotus and water lilies.  In shallow pockets and galleries, swamp plants such as Typha and Cyperus are accommodated.  Salvinia, Pista and other floating plants may be conveniently added to this grouping. Provision is necessary to prevent rain water and through it silt entering into the pool. A slightly raised rim to a height of 10 cm will be helpful in this regard. Provision to drain the pool by providing an outlet at its floor level will help to clean it, as often as is necessary.
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